REVOLUTIONARY   AND   NAPOIEONIC   WARS

that resulted in the decisive victory of Austerlitz over
Austria and her Russian allies on December 2nd.

Poor Frederick William El, left alone on the
Continent to face the fury of the irritated Napoleon,
was in a painful situation. His twistings and turnings
during the next six months were pathetic and ludi-
crous to behold. We cannot, however, spare space
to follow them in detail. Napoleon played with
Vnm as a cat plays with a mouse that cannot get
away. Finally, in the first week of October 1806,
he invaded Prussia at the head of an army of 170,000
men. Frederick William put about the same num-
ber into the field, divided into two bodies, com-
manded the one by Prince Hohenlohe (aged sixty),
and the other by the Duke of Brunswick (aged
seventy-one). They were defeated simultaneously
on October I4th, the first by Napoleon himself at
Jena, the second by Davout at Auerstadt. The
collapse of Prussia was immediate and complete.
The great fortresses surrendered one by one almost
without a blow. Berlin itself opened its gates, and
Napoleon in person made a triumphal entry on
October 2yth. The Prussian king and queen fled,
first to Konigsberg, ultimately to Russia. The
queen's remark upon the situation adequately sums
it up: 'We have fallen asleep upon the laurels of
Frederick the Great/
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